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The Belmont Better 
Times is a quarterly 

community newsletter 
written and edited by 

volunteers.   
It is distributed by bulk 

mail to all  residents 
with the Belmont  
zip code 03220. 

Articles are accepted by 
individuals, organiza-

tions, town departments 
and our schools.   

Letters to the Editor, 
comments, suggestions 

and ideas for articles are 
welcome. 

Please contact Brian 
Watterson at 267-6585 

to submit articles. 

The deadline for our 
winter issue will be   

November 17, 2006 

Save Our Gale School Committee Formed 
Submitted by Diane Marden 

On August 9, 2006 the Save Our Gale School Committee was formed in an at-
tempt to protect our local historic landmark, the Gale School.  Working with the 
Belmont Historical Society, the committee‘s goal is to preserve and keep this  
extra-ordinary school building within our Historic Village District.  

The committee has nominated the building for 
the NH Preservation Alliance’s top Seven to 
Save in New Hampshire. The purpose of this 
program is to highlight historic properties in 
New Hampshire that are  threatened by ne-
glect, deterioration, insufficient funds, inappro-
priate development and/or insensitive public 
policy. The goal of listing properties is to help 
draw attention and resources to the threatened sites. Criteria for selection include 
historical significance, imminence of threat and potential impact of listing a site.  

The Belmont NH Heritage web site, www.belmontnh.net, is currently posting a 
variety of information about the committee’s quest to save the school.  Individuals 
who visit the site will find a history of the Gale School, a web poll, information in-
cluding the Shaker Regional School District’s Feasibility Study and an inventory of 
the building. The website offers a comments section, ways to get involved and a 
variety of newspaper articles appearing in local area newspapers. Chairperson 
Diane Marden states, “The site offers the facts as they are for people to get edu-
cated on the subject. The website is a vehicle to get the information out to both 
Belmont and Canterbury residents who may want to get involved in saving the 
1894 school house.”  

Presently, the group is actively fundraising and seeking donations. Raffle tickets 
are available to win a beautiful 18 x 24 Oil Painting of “The Gale School” donated 
by local artist Donna Blanchard Manning ( $1.00 per ticket or six tickets for $5.00) 
and 8 x 10 prints of the oil painting ($10.00 or professionally framed for $50.00) 
are also available for sale.  T-shirts are being sold for $10.00 and can be pur-
chased on Ebay, Hillcrest Pizza, Belmont Village Store as well as D&D Market 
and Deli.  

The Committee has already received donations from Staples, Bestway and  Irving 
Oil Corporation. Winnipesauke Security Systems and Dan Romprey (a former 
Belmont resident who attended school in the  Gale building) plan to donate a fire 
alarm system, security system, system installations and one year of free monitor-
ing service to the Gale School building.  

On October 14th and 15th a clean-up of the building has been scheduled.  For 
more information or to donate,  contact Diane Marden 267-1108      
justbeu@metrocast.net or Helen Corriveau 524-8780 bcw@metrocast.net.   

Monetary donations can also be mailed to Franklin Savings Bank at PO Box 339, 
Franklin, NH 03235 Checks are to be made out to Save Our Gale School Fund. 
All proceeds will go directly to saving the building.  

Everyone must take 
time to sit and watch 
the leaves turn.  
~Elizabeth Lawrence  
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Letters To the Editor 

DONALD McLELLAND JR. 
MORTGAGE PLANNER 

603-232-9660  DIRECT 
800-684-8346  EXT 117  TOLL FREE 

603-218-6339  FAX 
603-387-3185 CELL 

dmclelland@nymc.com 
www.donmclelland.com 

273 South River Road, Suite 1 

 

Remember to use the 

Belmont  

Ride Share.… 

It’s a great way to conserve fuel and 

care for the environment! 

Located on Route 106,  

North of the Village 

To the Editor: 
Many residents of Belmont have shown a great deal of 
interest in the Gale School building over the years. It is  
a monument that many citizens seem to remember 
most about Belmont.  
For each person the Gale School has its own special 
memory, whether its a past teacher, good times with 
friends, a walk to school, a memory of our youth or sim-
ply an  appreciation of fine architecture and craftsman-
ship. For nearly 100 years this monumental building has 
stood tall upon the hill  watching over the town and its 
people. Today this great structure stands alone as it 
once had in 1894, except now empty without the joy 
and laughter of today’s youth. It has overlooked the pro-
gress of the Shaker Regional School District, that itself, 
had originally created.  
This building is structurally sound from its foundation to 
its rooftop. Why would anyone wish to tear down a his-
torical landmark of such beauty? Eligible for the Na-
tional and State Historical Registers, this building de-
serves a second chance, as does anyone who ever 
walked through its doors. 
I encourage anyone wishing to destroy this structure to 
get educated by viewing the materials located at 
www.belmontnh.net. This building did not neglect it-
self, nor did it become a fire hazard on its own.  Its 
caretakers have decided its fate and our tax dollars 
weren’t spent on the upkeep of this fine facility. It’s time 
to voice our opinions and time to raise the funds to save 
this structure.  Most importantly do it with little or no im-
pact on the taxpayers of Belmont and Canterbury.  
Our Historical Mill Center burnt inside and out and it 
was saved.  Why let this sound structure leave this 
community? Belmont has few historical buildings re-
maining today. Once it is demolished, it’s gone forever, 
living only in our memories, until one day we, too, per-
ish, and no one remembers the fine structure that gave 
Belmont residents a chance at educating their children 
within this fine community.            
Diane Marden, Resident and Taxpayer 

To the Editor: 
Will the Gale School continue to educate the chil-
dren of Belmont and Canterbury? What lessons will 
it teach?  Although this 112 year old school building 
is eligible for both the State & National Historic Reg-
isters, has been nominated for the “Seven to Save” 
list in New Hampshire and has been cited as being 
one of the most architecturally significant school-
houses in the state, it’s fate still seems  uncertain. 

Despite twenty one years of neglect and vandalism 
Gale has been found structurally sound by archi-
tects and professional building tradesmen.  In a fea-
sibility study done in 2003, it was stated that the 
Gale School’s open classroom space offers a good 
opportunity for conversion into SAU 80 office and 
support spaces freeing up the Memorial School for 
future classroom space. This is only one of the pos-
sible uses for the building. 

The residents, town leaders and school officials of 
Belmont  and Canterbury have a wonderful opportu-
nity to teach our children the importance and re-
sponsibility of respecting and preserving our past.   
We can also teach them the importance of commu-
nity involvement and working together to achieve a 
worthwhile goal.  This can all be done with coopera-
tion from school and town officials, using grants, 
fundraisers and donations without undue burden on 
the taxpayers of both communities. 

For all of us who have said, “I’d like to see it saved 
but…” it’s time to step up to the chalkboard and 
teach by example.  Children learn from what they 
see. 

For more information, please go to the website 
www.belmontnh.net.   

Respectfully, 
Brad & Helen Corriveau 
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On Saturday, August 12th Belmont residents gath-
ered for a day of Celebrating Successes and 
achievements of all kinds.  Where did the idea for 
this particular Old Home Day theme come from?  
As in the past, the Old Home Day Committee and 
members of the community had the opportunity to 
meet and honor the young people of Belmont at the 
Good Citizen Award reception.  Nominated members 
of the Belmont High School Class of  2006 class 
were recognized for contributions of their time, re-
sources and hearts to help others throughout their 
school years.  At the reception, the Good Citizen 
nominees Amanda Boehner, Chelsi Coulombe, 
Kayla Hawkins, Lori Kjellander, Jeffrey Loring, Beth-
any Malavet, Casondra Marden, Patrick McGettigan 
and Jeffrey Ortalakes were presented with the chal-
lenge of selecting this year’s theme.  As they dis-
cussed the many positive aspects of life in Belmont, 
the answer seemed clear.  Let’s celebrate all that we 
have done well!  And as they say, “The rest was his-
tory!” 
This year’s program listed many items that our com-
munity should be proud of, including: 
⇒ The thrill of winning the first ever state cham-

pionships for Belmont High School girls’  
basketball and soccer teams 

⇒ The selection of Krystal Barry as Miss New 
Hampshire, USA 

⇒ The continued diligent service by town and 
school employees 

⇒ The outstanding community volunteers who 
contribute so much to their town, schools, 
churches and other civic organizations 

⇒ The Belmont Law Enforcement Explorers who 
can been seen assisting with a variety of town 
and community activities 

⇒ The Belmont Senior Center which proudly 
continues to meet community needs by ex-
panding health, fitness, nutritional, transpor-
tation and social activities at the Belmont Mill. 

The theme was best represented by the enthusiastic 
entrants in this year’s parade. In the afternoon, Main 
Street became a solid wall of people as residents and 
visitors gathered to watch the fun.  Several families as 
well as school, sports and civic organizations partici-
pated in the parade by marching, riding on floats or 
driving antique cars and tractors.  Congratulations to 
the following participants who were awarded trophies 

for their outstanding floats: 
 The Selectmen’s Trophy for the best over-
all entry in the parade was presented to the 
Belmont Public Library Treasures Reading 
float, sponsored by Americorps NH Reads 
and the Belmont Public Library.  The deco-
rated float celebrated success of the Summer 

Reading Program, All About Pirates.  Participants on 
the float were Kelsey Brown, Tabbi Beauchesne and 
Desirre Kutchinski. 
The Heart of the Community Trophy was awarded 
to Girl Scout Troop 431’s float titled, Thanks to the 
Community for Enabling the Success of the Girl Scout 
Service Projects.  Girl Scout leaders assisting with the 
float included Diane Biggs, Tina Berg, Sue Segel-
strom and Jayne Heinz. 
The American Legion Post 58 Trophy for entry best 
exemplifying its motto, “For God and Country”, was 
awarded to the Lakes Region Marine Corps League 
#506 Color Guard.  The guard consisted of Del Ver-
mette, Bob Patenaude, Chet Rousseau and Pete 
Romano. 
The Albert Akerstrom, Jr. Trophy for an outstanding 
commercial entry was awarded to the Asselin Family 
Form for the entry, “Another Year of Successful Farm-
ing” created by Nikki and Kaela Asselin with special 
thanks to Donna and Tim Bowe. 
Other parade highlights included the Knights of Co-
lumbus, Belmont Boy Scouts Troop 65, BHS March-
ing Band, Moulton’s Sanbornton Community Band, 
East Alton Fire Department Calliope, First Student 
Transportation, Glitz Cheer, Lake City Cheer Gym, 
The Andover One Wheelers, Belmont Baseball Or-
ganization and the Belmont Bogey Busters. 
By 8:00 p.m., Bryant Field was full of 
people, lawn chairs and blankets.  
Vendors lined the perimeter while 
friends gathered to listen to the music 
and wait in anticipation for the fire-
works to begin. All agreed the fire-
works were definitely worth the wait.   

Old Home Day Provided Residents  
an Opportunity to Celebrate Success 

Did you know…. 
The year 2006 marks the  

• 279th anniversary of the town’s incorporation 

•  the 245th anniversary of it’s first settlers 

• the 137th anniversary of the town being 
named Belmont.   
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FROM THE SELECTMEN’S OFFICE 
It is hard to imagine that fall has arrived, school is in 
session and we have begun the 2007 budget prepara-
tion season. The Board of Selectmen will begin re-
viewing department budgets in early October and it is 
anticipated that the budget committee will begin delib-
erations by the end of October or early November. 
This year’s budget will include consideration of a num-
ber of large projects including a proposed new police 
station, a drainage and water line project in Pleasant 
Valley and the relocation/replacement of waterlines on 
Route 3. The town is applying for grant funding from 
the Community Development Block Grant program for 
the Pleasant Valley project and for low-interest loans 
from US Rural Development to complete the Route 3 
project.  It is anticipated that the voters will be asked 
to support a bond for the new police station. Our de-
partment heads have worked very hard to maintain a 
hard line on their budget requests for 2007 and we 
would like to thank them for their efforts. 

Recycling News 
The Board of Selectmen are very excited to announce 
that drop off recycling will be available to town of Bel-
mont residents as of October 1, 2006 at the Bestway 
Disposal site on Industrial Drive in Belmont. The drop 
off containers will be open to the public on Wednes-
day evenings from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and on Sat-
urday mornings from 8:00 a.m. to 12 noon. The fol-
lowing items will be accepted: Co-Mingled cans, bot-
tles, jars, tin cans, plastic bottles and jugs, paper 
products (anything that tears) and they will also ac-
cept metal drop off with no charge for washers, dry-
ers, stoves, or other metal objects without freon.  
There will be a $20 charge for refrigerators, air condi-
tioners, humidifiers or any other item with freon, and a 
$5 charge for 20 lb. propane tanks. We look forward 
to working with Bestway to offer this service to our 
residents.  Your cooperation in following the signs and 
the rules of the facility is greatly appreciated. 

Recreation News 
We would like to congratulate the Recreation Depart-
ment and director Janet Breton for a very successful 
summer recreation program.  We have had positive 
feedback on the day camp program and look forward 
to offering the program again next summer.   
The beach will remain open daily from 9:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m. until the 1st of October, weather permitting, 
with No Lifeguard on Duty.  Please swim with care. 
Please watch for upcoming recreation events posted 
at Town Hall and area notice boards. 

Municipal Facility Update 
The Board of Selectmen recently signed a contract 
for architectural services with the firm of Samyn-
D’Elia Architects of Ashland, New Hampshire for a 
design and feasibility study of the proposed police 
station. Numerous possible sites were looked at by 
the Municipal Facilities’ Committee and the Board of 
Selectmen have asked the architectural firm to re-
view each of the sites and to offer comment on them 
at an upcoming public hearing to be held in early Oc-
tober.  The purpose of the hearing will be to review 
the sites with the community and to take public com-
ment.  A list of the proposed sites will be posted on 
our town website and you will be able to provide 
feedback on them.  Please visit www.belmontnh.org 
and follow the links for the Municipal Facility Commit-
tee. 
Winnisquam Fire Department Merger 

The Winnisquam Fire Department Corporation dis-
solved as of August 4, 2006, and has been success-
fully merged with the Belmont Fire Department.  
Chief Siegel, Deputy Davis, Winnisquam Chief Nu-
gent and the staff of both departments worked to-
gether during the past several months to facilitate a 
smooth transition.  We would also like to thank Attor-
ney Jack Rogers for his assistance during this 
lengthy process.  

Other Fire Department News 
The Board of Selectmen have also recently con-
tracted with the Public Safety Research Group to 
conduct a study of the fire department. It is antici-
pated that the information gathered during this study 
will be used in preparation of the fire department’s 
2007 proposed budget. We look forward to working 
with the fire department and PSRG on this vital study 
for the Town of Belmont. 
We encourage your comments, and thank you for 
your support. Enjoy the fall. 

 
Brian Watterson, Chairman 

Ronald Cormier, Vice Chairman 
Reginald Caldwell, Selectman 
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PLANNING BOARD REPORT ON 
GROWTH 

♦ Road construction has recently begun for three 
major subdivisions, totaling 11,700 feet of new road-
way and serving eighty six approved lots. 
♦ Planning Board approval has been obtained for a 
total of eighty new single family lots/multi-family dwell-
ing units. 
♦ Planning Board is currently reviewing subdivision 
plans for an additional twenty single family lots. 
♦ New dwelling unit building permits fell from forty 
eight  in 2004 to twenty three in 2005, but are again 
on the rise with over thirty having been issued this 
year to date. 
♦ Construction is underway on three new commer-
cial projects on Rte 3. 
♦ Through the use of open-space (cluster) subdivi-
sions, 140 acres of open space were conserved in 
2005 and ninety seven acres in 2006.  Another 151 
acres are proposed in two upcoming subdivisions.  
Additionally, 200 acres were permanently protected 
through the direct efforts of the Conservation Com-
mission. 
♦ Zoning applications related to the conversion of 
seasonal dwellings to year-round occupancy, espe-
cially along Belmont’s waterfront, remain high. 
♦ Building permit fees, enacted by the selectmen, 
have been initiated with the revenue deposited into 
the general fund to offset taxes - $23,596 was col-
lected in 2006 thru July. 
♦ The Planning Board has contracted with Applied 
Economic Research to produce a Housing Needs 
Analysis to assist Belmont in planning for future 
growth. 

BOARDS WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
The Belmont Planning Board welcomes Christine 
Long as its newest alternate member.  Christine was 
concerned about uncontrolled over development and 
its resulting stress on town services and Belmont’s 
rural nature as well as the need to find a balance to 
provide funding for budgets and growth.  In April the 
Zoning Board appointed JoAnn Bennett as an alter-
nate member.  JoAnn, a resident of Belmont, feels it is 
important to serve the community in which she lives 
and has a history of community involvement.   
 
Both Boards would like to  remind residents that one 
Alternate Member position remains available. 

ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS 
Each year the Planning Board reviews the existing 
zoning ordinance and may recommend proposed 
amendments to the voters for the March town meet-
ing. The existing ordinance can be viewed at 
www.belmontnh.org.  Items currently on the list for 
consideration by the board include campground 
regulations, building height, growth related initiatives 
and the regulation of hazardous embankments.  Pub-
lic hearings on any proposed amendments will be 
held during January and the final form of any pro-
posed amendment will then be forwarded to the 
Town Clerk for inclusion on the March Town Meeting 
Ballot. The board will begin their annual review in 
October and encourages the public to submit to the 
Board any suggested changes for the Ordinance. 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS  
PROGRAM UPDATE 

The CIP Committee, appointed by the Planning 
Board, has begun their annual review and update of 
the CIP Program which is a multi-year schedule for 
Capital Expenditures (projects costing in excess of 
$25,000 with a useful life of one year or greater).  
The CIP, originally adopted in 2004, is updated an-
nually in response to the actual budget adopted by 
the voters in March and requests for new or 
amended capital projects. 
During this annual update the committee reviews 
capital requests from municipal departments and 
members of the public.  The committee makes a rec-
ommendation to the Planning Board on the adoption 
of a 2007 CIP schedule.  The Planning Board will 
hold a public hearing and once adopted the schedule 
is provided to the Selectmen and Budget Committee. 
The CIP is a budgeting tool linking community vision 
of the Master Plan with the implementation of capital 
projects.  It assists the Selectmen and Budget Com-
mittee in developing and presenting to the voters an 
overall budget which avoids unanticipated expendi-
tures by scheduling capital projects over the term of 
the CIP.  Historic and projected trends in revenues, 
expenditures and growth are evaluated along with 
the community’s ability to fund the cost of improve-
ments.  Projects are prioritized by the committee 
over the term of the six-year plan resulting in a more 
consistent tax rate impact. The Planning Board 
public hearing is scheduled for September 25th at 
7 p.m. at the Corner Meeting House.  CIP informa-
tion is available in the Land Use Office and in the 
Data Center at www.belmontnh.org. 

FROM THE LAND USE OFFICE 
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Fourteen 
year old Ty-
son Morrill of 
Belmont was 
awarded the  
4-H Gover-
nor’s Trophy 
by Governor 
John Lynch 
at the 
Belknap 
County 4-H 
Fair Satur-
day, August 
12, 2006. 

Recognized for his excellence in leadership, citizen-
ship and service to the community, he currently 
serves as youth representative and treasurer to the 
4-H Foundation.  He has participated in county, 
state and national 4-H events, including the annual 
4-H Teen Leader Conference held at UNH, and is a 
seven year 4-H sheep project member.  Tyson won 
the 4-H State Market Lamb competition twice and 
has received the Bert Southwick Junior Achieve-
ment Award, Rita Clairmont Memorial Award and 
Commissioner of Agriculture Award for the quantity 
and quality of his projects – all while participating in 
three sports and making the honor roll.  His interests 
include natural resources, plant science and family 
life.  He also recently completed hunter safety certifi-
cation at Barry Conservation Camp in NH’s White 
Mountains. 
The Jesse Wiggins Trophy is presented to the 4-H 
member most outstanding in 4-H Dairy achieve-
ment.  Victoria (Tori) Glover of Bridgewater has 
shown dairy cows, rabbits, poultry, dairy goats and 
represented NH at Eastern States Exposition.  She 
has taught other youth the Health Rocks substance 
prevention program and has participated in biologi-
cal DNA workshops.  Tori is an outstanding example 
for youth, working on fairground improvement,  

Ordinary Youth Extraordinary Accomplishments! 
Submitted by Becky Levesque 

serving as photographer for events, attending Teen 
Conference and whenever she is asked to help al-
ways responds, “I’d be glad to!” 
The Robinson W. Smith Trophy is presented to the 
outstanding Senior Livestock member in Belknap 
County.  Fifteen year old Kaitlyn Benton of New 
Hampton has been showing goats for eight years 
and has raised poultry, rabbits and other small ani-
mals.  Taking responsibility for her goat herd, she 
has learned vet science and other techniques.  She 
volunteers over 100 hours with fellow members of 
Carter Mountain 4-H implementing the Fresh Eats 
Wagon – a service learning project that required sub-
mitting a grant through the Youth Ventures program.  
Kaitlyn’s club received seed money to grow and de-
liver fresh fruits and vegetables for families in need.  
She regularly participates in 4-H Favorite Food Festi-
val demonstrating nutrition knowledge and attends 
the annual Teen Conference.  Kaitlyn is a great role 
model for youth. 
The Stanley Huckins Award is presented to a Junior 
member participating in the dairy project to encour-
age and reward them for good herdsmanship.  This 
year’s award was presented to two outstanding 4-H 
members,  Jessica Wells and Diane Wells of Lon-
donderry.  Both did an outstanding job caring for their 
animals and maintaining a clean environment for 
them during the Belknap County 4-H Fair. 
Belknap County 4-H helps youth five to eighteen 
years old develop skills that will aid them throughout 
their lives.  The Belknap County 4-H Fair is a non-
profit fair that provides opportunities for youth to 
showcase their accomplishments, practice leader-
ship, provide entrepreneurial opportunities, develop 
social skills, learn cooperation and improve commu-
nication, and have old fashioned family fun.  To learn 
more about 4-H contact Becky Levesque, Belknap 
County Extension Educator 4-H Youth Development 
at 527-5475 or email at rebecca.levesque@unh.edu. 
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Here’s What’s Happening At The Belmont Senior Center 

Keep Belmont Roadsides Clean!  
Trash along our roadsides is an  

eyesore.  If each resident picked up  
the trash along their roadside  

property frontage we would have the 
cleanest town around!  

Is your neighbor a senior citizen or dis-
abled?  Take a few extra steps and help 
them out.   Let’s work together to keep 

Belmont beautiful! 

DID YOU KNOW? 

We are a ServiceLink Satellite Office, offering sup-
portive information and referral services on issues 
related to aging, chronic illness and disability. The 
Center is equipped with a resource library providing 
individuals the opportunity to research information. 
Door to door transportation is available every Tues-
day and Wednesday.  Residents of Belmont and sur-
rounding communities can travel to the Lakes Region 
Area, between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.  
Please reserve your seat by contacting the Center.   
Every Thursday transportation is available to the 
Concord area. Please contact Concord Area Transit 
toll free at 1-800-856-5525 to place a reservation.  

Tuesday 
9:00 a.m. Computer Classes  
  Registration is required 
10:00 a.m. YOU CAN! Agile Up 
 

  Potluck Group Every Other Week 
 
Wednesday 
8:00 a.m. YOU CAN! Sunrise Seated Yoga 
12:00 p.m. Foot/Blood Pressure Clinic Spon 
     to  sored by Community Health & Hospice.   
3:00 p.m Third Wednesday of every month 
  Registration is required. 
      
Thursday 
10:00 a.m. YOU CAN! Agile Up 
 
Friday 
10:00 a.m. Café Bon Appetite serving breakfast 
11:00 a.m. Whist 

Join us for our Daily Activities 

“Christmas in Hawaii” 
HU KE LAU & Bright Nights at Forest Park 

Christmas Light Tour 
Tuesday, December 19, 2006 

 
Come and experience the hospitality of Hawaii and 
“Hang Loose” at the Hu Ke Lau in Chicopee, MA.. 
Enjoy a delicious lunch and see a 
fantastic live Christmas show per-
formed by talented and enthusiastic 
dancers.  You will be thoroughly en-
tertained by the many different 
dances and beautiful costumes.  Au-
dience participation is highly encour-
aged!   
Following this unique festive show, 
it’s onto Holyoke for a brief stop at the Holyoke Mall 
at Ingleside.  Home to one of the famous Christmas 
Tree Shops where you will always find a bargain, the 
mall also offers over 185 specialty and department 
stores. Once you have had fun doing some shop-

ping, you will then travel to Springfield to see Bright 
Nights at Forest Park which is New England’s largest 
holiday lighting display. You will see more than 
350,000 lights in two and a half  miles of displays.  
“Bright Nights” is a great event you won’t want to 
miss. 
Package Price: $69 Non Refundable. Please make 
checks payable to Royal Tours, LLC 
Departs the Belmont Mill at 8 a.m.   
Approximate return arrival at 8:30 p.m.  

For more information please contact the  
Senior Center at 267-9867. 

Monday 
9:30 a.m. Card Club 
10:30 a.m. YOU CAN! Walking Club 

Our computer lab provides high speed internet 
access through MetroCast cable-
vision.  The Library is open to the 
public between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Come in today!  
Staff members are available to 
answer questions that you may 
have.  
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BELMONT CONSERVATION COMMISSION UPDATEBELMONT CONSERVATION COMMISSION UPDATE  
Submitted by Denise L. Naiva, Vice Chairman 

Mother Nature forced us to postpone our June 3rd 
Town Forest Work Day to June 25th and, although 
the skies were threatening, your Conservation Com-
mission and neighbors had a productive day clear-
ing trails, collecting trash, evaluating the beaver 
pond and trail system and noting various wildlife, 
trees and plants.  Plans are underway to install a 
system in the beaver pond to ensure a relatively sta-
ble pond level that will help to prevent overflow and 
erosion.  We also noted deep ruts created by motor-
ized vehicles along the trails by the pond and wet-
lands. It is the nature of these wetlands to remain 
boggy and damp. Wetlands act as a filter that allows 
water to gradually seep into the ground. When deep 
ruts are created in these boggy areas, water pools 
into large puddles, creating mud and trapping the 
water.  This leads to mosquito infested pools and 
impassible foot trails.  
Limited parking is available and parking signs have 
been installed along Wildlife Blvd as well as signs 
that designate permitted uses for the Town Forest.  
We are also developing a Town Forest stewardship 
plan which will be available in the future for resi-
dents to review for additional information and guide-
lines. Conservation Land located on Depot St. (route 
140) is currently being evaluated for appropriate rec-
reation uses and management.  More information 
will be available in the future regarding this land.    
The Belmont Natural Resource Inventory will be 
completed this fall. This is an important tool that will 
help to guide landowners, your Commission and 

Boards to make informed decisions regarding land 
use.  Findings and recommendations will be incorpo-
rated into The Master Plan.  
Commission members Ken Knowlton, Denise Naiva 
and Land Use staff member, Rick Ball, recently repre-
sented Belmont at a regional meeting sponsored by 
UNH Cooperative extension to explore a Belknap 
Mountain Protection Project.  Representatives from 
the fourTowns bordering the Belknap range (Alton, 
Gilmanton, Gilford and Belmont) discussed the poten-
tial for a collaborative effort to protect the land in the 
Belknap Mountain area. More information is to come.  
If you are interested in assisting with any Conserva-
tion Commission project, please call the Land Use 
office at 267-8300, or please join us at our meetings 
held the first Wednesday of the month, 7 p.m., held at 
the Corner Meeting House on Sargent Street.  Your 
involvement will be greatly appreciated.   

 CONSERVATION EASEMENT DONATIONS NOW MORE ATTRACTIVE TO LANDOWNERS 
Congress has just approved a significant expansion of the federal tax incentive for the donation of Conser-
vation Easements according to a publication of the Land Trust Alliance. The new law raises the deduction a 
land donor can take from 30% of their adjusted gross income in any given year to 50% and allows farmers 
and ranchers to deduct up to 100% of their income.  The carry over period for land donors to take their tax 
deduction was also extended from 5 to 15 years.   
For example, according to the Alliance; 
 -  Under the previous rules, a landowner earning $50,000 a year who donated a $1 million Conser-
vation Easement could take a $15,000 deduction for the year of the donation and for an additional 5 years – 
a total of $90,000 in tax deductions;   
 -The new rules allow that landowner to deduct $25,000 for the year of the donation and then for an 
additional 15 years.  That’s $400,000 in deductions.  If the landowner qualifies as a farmer or rancher, they 
can also zero out their taxes.  In that case, they could take a maximum of $800,000 in deductions for their 
million dollar land donation. 
There is one obvious drawback, according to Roger Hogan, of the Belknap County Conservation District. 
“Unfortunately, as it stands today, in order to qualify for this incentive, donations have to be made no later 
than the end of 2007.  Landowners need to move quickly on this, it’s a great opportunity for them.”  Hogan 
can be contacted at 527 5880 or roger.hogan@nh.nacdnet.net. 

Ken Oakes, Tim Hayes, Thomas Hayes (front), CC 
member Ginger Wells-Kay, and Fred Naiva work to-
gether during Town Forest Work Day.  Photo taken by 
Denise Naiva 
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Belmont Victorious in Tilton-Northfield Invitational 
Submitted by Dave Wilder, BBO Information Officer 

Eleven players from Belmont were recently 
crowned champions in the Tilton-Northfield Invita-
tional Tournament, hosted by Tilton-Northfield Little 
League.   
This double-elimination tournament featured teams 
from Andover, Canterbury, Franklin, Laconia, Tilton 
and Belmont. 
The first game was to see Belmont face the team 
from Andover, but due to Andover's participation in 
another tournament, they were forced to forfeit and 
Belmont moved ahead in the winner's 
bracket.  Belmont pitcher Ronnie Steele took to the 
mound in the second game, facing the team from 
Laconia.  Steele pitched six innings, allowing one 
hit, eleven walks and striking out eight to notch the 
win by a score of 8-4.  Paul Robie went three for 
four in the game and scored two runs.  Kaleb Brace 
went one for two, scoring two runs.  Tyler Grant got 
three hits in four at bats with two RBI's. 
Belmont's next opponent was the Franklin 
Red squad.  Grant started the game but ran into 
trouble early allowing six runs in an inning and a 
third.  Austin Wilder came in in relief, allowing no 
runs while striking out nine to secure the win.  The 
offense was led by Brace, going two for four with 
two runs scored, and Grant who redeemed himself 
with a game-winning double.  Bret Spaulding went  

Team members from Belmont (pictured l-r):  1st Row: Kaleb 
Brace, Pedro Perez, Paul Robie, Austin Wilder, Matt Otto, Tyler 
Brisson. 2nd Row: Josh Doubleday, Tyler Grant, Ronnie Steele, 
Ian Shaw, Bret Spaulding. 3rd Row: Coach Jamie Derosier, Man-
ager Bill Brace, Coach Dave Wilder . 

The final game once again pitted Belmont against 
Franklin Red.  Steele was handed the ball for the sec-
ond time in the tournament pitching six innings and al-
lowing one run on one hit with three walks and twelve 
strikeouts.  Spaulding went two for three with one run 
scored while Ian Shaw, Robie, Grant and Steele each 
had hits.  Tyler Brisson also contributed with a nice 
sacrifice bunt.  Belmont defeated Franklin 7-1 to take 
the 1st place trophy. 

two for four with one run scored, while Wilder and 
Steele each had two hits and scored two runs.  Josh 
Doubleday, Matt Otto and Pedro Perez contributed 
with singles in the 8-6 win. 

This year’s registration cost remains at $7.00 per player.  This covers practice insurance for each member.  
BUSA is a non-profit organization and is not interested in making any additional monies than what it costs to 
register our name, provide insurance and pay for minor administrative costs.   The cost to play at Field House 
Sports is divided up among each player according to team rosters.  These costs can range anywhere from 
$50.00 up to $100.00 per member, again depending on how many players per team and at what level the 
play is.  The registration form will soon be available on the Website at www.eteamz.com/busa  

 IMPORTANT DATES FOR  
BELKNAP UNITED SOCCER ASSOCATION 

Submitted by Gayle Price 

We encourage anyone who can get sponsorship money to pursue this option.  Please work with your child’s 
coach to let them know if it is a possibility.  Think about asking your places of employment, places of business 
you patronize or fundraising option on your own.  BUSA is a non-profit organization and donation checks can 
be made out to BUSA.  Please remember that the BUSA team jersey must remain as is. However, sponsor-
ships can display on jerseys in the form of an arm patch or screened on socks or shorts.  Many sponsors may 
not care that their company name is displayed.  Any monies obtained can help offset the team costs that each 
player must pay.   

For additional information about BUSA please contact Gayle Price at gdprice@metrocast.net  

Registration Saturday, Sept. 23,  
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.      BMS Cafeteria 

Coaches Meeting     
Wednesday, Oct. 4 – 6:30 p.m.  BMS Library 
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Bonnie Kelley, Regional Director 
Allstaff Contract Services, Inc. 

930 Laconia Rd., Suite 6, PO Box 288 
Belmont, NH 03220 

www.allstaffcorp.com        Email: bonnie@allstaffcorp.com  
Specializing in Temp, Temp-Perm and Permanent placements in a wide 

variety of industries. 

Phone: 603-267-7492                     Fax: 603-267-8745 

 

Belmont Parks and Recreation held its first summer 
camp July 10th through August 4th for children in the 
first through fifth grades.  Katie Cyr Robinson, the 
Summer Camp Director, organ-
ized games and art projects for 
the children. 

The campers visited the Paper-
mill Theatre, Hobo Railroad, 
Clark’s Trading Post, Storyland, 
Funspot and Charmingfare 
Farm during the four week 
camp.  The campers cooled off 
one day a week at the Leslie 
Roberts Town Beach.  They 
enjoyed a trip to the Belmont 
Public Library each week, often 
doing a craft during a story reading. Laughter could 
be heard all over downtown Belmont when the 
campers had a field day at the Senior Center.  The 
children and seniors competed in a water balloon 
and homemade Frisbee throw.  

Thank you to our Summer Camp Staff:  Camp Di-
rector, Katie Cyr Robinson and Camp Counselors, 
Lori Kjellander, Lil Richards, Reid Plimpton and 
Daren Robinson.  Next summer we hope to extend 
the hours of the camp and offer a six week program. 

Basketball Clinics were offered at Sar-
gent Park with instruction provided by 
Sheila King and Stephanie Derosier.  
Roller hockey and adult horseshoes 
also took place during the summer at 
Sargent Park.  Community Arts Re-

sources for Education, a group organized by 
Jaylene Bengston, the Belmont Middle School art 
teacher, painted a fabulous mural on the blank ten-
nis wall in Sargent Park.   

The group started the project at the end of June and 
met two times a week to work on the mural.  We 
thank all the members of C.A.R.E. for their dedica-
tion to making our park a beautiful place to play. 

Christine Fritschka taught beginner, intermediate 
and advanced swim lessons for three weeks at the 
Leslie Roberts Town Beach.  Forty-eight children 
took lessons and are all better swimmers because 
of the program.  The Leslie E. Roberts Town Beach 
was staffed with lifeguards from June 24th -
September 4th  this summer.  Thank you to the life-
guards for keeping our beach safe for everyone to 
enjoy.   

Mango Groove, a steel pan band, brought the 
sounds of the Caribbean to the Town Beach on Au-
gust 6th.  Beach goers were able to try their skills at 

Coconut Bowling and Limbo.  The 
Belmont Police Explorers, under 
the direction of Sean Sullivan, had 
hot dogs, hamburgers and chicken 
fresh off the grill for anyone who 
had worked up an appetite. Many 
children sported beautiful artwork 
thanks to face painter, Nikki Clair-
mont. 
Currently plans are being made for 
a Fall Family Fun Day at Sargent 
Park for October.  We have plans 
to make improvements in the 

skate park this fall or early spring.  A new platform 
will be built at the top of one of the ramps and im-
provements will be made to the transitions.  Please 
remember to use the trash receptacles located all 
over Sargent Park when you are there.  This will al-
low us to spend money on improvements instead of 
clean up. 
If you are interested in being a volunteer for any rec-
reation program or have suggestions for programs 
please contact Janet Breton, Recreation Director at 
267-8329 or jbreton@belmontnh.org. 

Local Children Enjoy a Summer of  Fun Thanks to  
Belmont Parks and Recreation Activities 

Submitted by Janet Breton 
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Shaker Regional School District  
Serving the Communities of Belmont and Canterbury 

 

Upcoming Events 
October 4 

BHS College Info Night 
October 18 

SRSD Harvest Concert 
(held at BMS) 
October 19 

CES Family Math Night 
for Grades K-2 

October 28 
BES Fall Family 

 Festival 
November 3 

BEST Sponsored  
Family Movie Night 

November 4 
BEST Sponsored  

Vendors’ Night 
November 8 

BHS Fall Sports 
Awards Night 
November 9 

Teacher Workshop Day 
November 10 

No School 
November 14 

National Honor Society 
Induction 

November 15 
BMS Fall Sports Awards 

November 29 
BHS Financial Aid Night 

December 1 
CES Vendors’ Night 

December 12 
BMS Holiday Concert 

December 19 
BHS Holiday Concert 

December 20 
CES Holiday Concert 

 

Shaker Regional School District  
Welcomes Several New Teachers 

Over the course of the summer 
months, several new faculty mem-
bers joined the Shaker Regional 
School District staff.  Canterbury 
Elementary School is pleased to 
introduce Katie Mae Ellingwood who 
will be teaching art, Wanda White 
who has joined the third grade staff 
and Andrea Cameron who will be 
teaching fifth grade. In addition to 
these new staff members, Beth 
McClure will also be working at Can-
terbury Elementary school this fall to complete her internship for certification as a 
school principal.  

New Belmont Middle School staff include Amanda DeGange in grade six, Jeff 
Olisky who will be teaching world languages, Gifted and Talented teacher Idell 
Champagne and Kendra Green who will be a grade five long term substitute 
teacher.  At Belmont High School Sydney Leggett joined the English Depart-
ment, Steven Fournier will be teaching technology and math, Andrew Brauch 
and Alexander Takantjas joined the Special Education department, Laura 
Lavallee will be teaching Health and Ben Russell is our new Media Specialist. 
Jeff Olisky will also be teaching a World Language class at Belmont High School.  
Meg Maroni, who is our new School District Psychologist, will be working 
throughout the district. Carole Gadomski (former Belmont Middle School teacher) 
moved into a grade three teaching position at Belmont Elementary School.   
We also welcome the following support staff to the district:  Jim Bureau, Com-
puter Technician; Kristin Ellis, BES Classroom Assistant; Barbara Foster, BES 
Special Education Assistant; Paul Hickey, BHS Special Education Assistant; 
Bonnie Jewell, BMS 1:1 Assistant; Vanessa Ladnay, BHS Food Service, Michael 
Reed, BMS Custodian, Jamie Rocheford, ESOL Tutor; Mary Roy, BES Special 
Education Assistant; Amanda Snow, BES 1:1 Assistant; Wesley Sorrell, BES 
Custodian; Susan Vachon, BES Food Service; Anne Zimmerman, BHS Special 
Education Assistant and Christopher Fogg, BES Preschool Assistant. 

Reminder to School Volunteers 
The Shaker Regional School District requires all volunteers to undergo a 

criminal background check, which includes fingerprinting.  For your  
convenience, SAU staff member are able to complete the fingerprinting process in the 
office.  Please CALL IN ADVANCE (267-9223) to schedule a convenient date and time.  If 

you are planning on attending a field trip or coaching a team, the fingerprinting must be 
done prior to the start of the activity.  
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Shaker Regional School District News 
From Mr. Cozort’s Corner 

From the Superintendent…                                                                                                                 Fall 2006 

2005-2006, Another Banner Year for Shaker! 
 

⇒ Belmont High School senior, Rachel Eades, was 
honored with the 2005 NH High School Heisman 
Scholar Athlete Award and was one of twelve 
finalists for the National Heisman Award. 

⇒ Belmont High School senior, Patrick McGettigan, 
was selected as a US Senate Youth Award win-
ner. 

⇒ Belmont High School student, Kaitlin Tuthill was 
selected to participate in the prestigious St. 
Paul’s Summer School Program. 

⇒ Belmont High School student, Marshall Brennan, 
attended the Summer Program at Harvard Uni-
versity. 

⇒ Belmont Middle School students, Benton 
Beltramo and Kelsey McGettigan, were selected 
as New England Middle School (NELMS) Scholar 
Leaders. 

⇒ Canterbury resident, Michele Donelan, was se-
lected as the 2006 Champion for Children in the 
Shaker Regional School District.  Michele was 
recognized for her endless volunteer hours in all 
four of the district’s schools. 

⇒ Emily Spear, Belmont Elementary School Princi-
pal, was selected as the New Hampshire Ele-
mentary Principal of the Year for 2005-2006. 

⇒ Michael Cozort, Superintendent of Schools, was 
selected as the New Hampshire Superintendent 
of the Year. 

⇒ Parents, relatives and community members vol-
unteered almost 20,000 hours in our schools dur-
ing the 2005-2006 school year!  Volunteer pro-
grams at both elementary schools and the middle 
school received the New Hampshire Partner’s in 
Education Blue Ribbon Award for their out-
standing programs. 

As we begin the 2006-2007 school year, I am confi-
dent that we will have many more student and staff 
honors and recognitions to announce!   
Way to go Shaker! 

Who’s Who at the SAU? 
 

Michael Cozort, Superintendent of Schools 
Responsible for day-to-day operations of our schools  in-
cluding planning, budgeting, leadership of the administra-
tive team, curriculum development and assessment.             
Email:  mcozort@shaker.k12.nh.us 
 

Debbie Gay, Business Administrator 
Day-to-day budget management, requisition approval, 
budget development and projections, Federal Projects.     
Email:  dgay@shaker.k12.nh.us 
 

Linda Murphy, Personnel Manager 
Manages employee benefit programs, worker’s compensa-
tion, advertising, and personnel issues. 
Email:  lmurphy@shaker.k12.nh.us 

 

Diane Clary, Bookkeeper 
Provides bookkeeping services, including accounts payable 
and receivables. Processes and maintains payrolls.        
Email:  dclary@shaker.k12.nh.us 

 

Jacqui McGettigan, Administrative Assistant  
Provides secretarial services, maintains professional devel-
opment records, the district website, home education and 
substitute teacher list.      
Email:  jmcgettigan@shaker.k12.nh.us 
 

Doug Ellis, Director of Buildings & Grounds 
Responsible for the care and maintenance of school 
district facilities and grounds.   
Email:  dellis@shaker.k12.nh.us 

 

Tonyel Mitchell-Berry, Director of Student Svcs.  
Cherri Drake, Administrative Assistant 
Responsible for student services in the area of special edu-
cation, 504 plans and English as a Second Language. 
Email: tmitchell-berry@shaker.k12.nh.us  
 

Heather Cummings, Curriculum Coordinator 
Responsible for directing the revision, implementation and 
evaluation of the District’s K-12 curriculum as aligned with 
the New Hampshire Department of Education’s Standards 
and Accountability System  
Email:  hcummings@shaker.k12.nh.us  
 

David St. Cyr, Technology Coordinator 
Jon White, Systems Engineer 
Jim Bureau, Technician 
Responsible for the district’s technology, including hard-
ware, software and network administration. 
Email:   dstcyr@shaker.k12.nh.us 

We look forward to providing support to the students, parents, educators and community members 
of our district as we build a learning environment among the best in New Hampshire.  
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Tips to Start the Year Off Right 
Make sure your children get enough sleep.   Children 

who are tired from lack of sleep cannot do their best in 
the classroom. 

Make sure your children eat breakfast. Research shows 
that children who do not eat breakfast don’t do as well 

in school as those who do. 

Communicate with your child’s teacher.  If you have a 
question or concern, call your child’s teacher.   Commu-
nication is a two-way street and you need not wait until 

your child’s teacher calls you. 

District Website 
Looking for important information about our school 
district or your child’s school?  Don’t forget to check 
out the Shaker Regional School District’s website:   
www.shaker.k12.nh.us 
It is filled with useful  information. Here is a sample: 

♦2006-2007 School Year Calendar 
♦School Staff Directories 
♦Master Events Calendar 
♦Shaker Strategic Plan 
♦Shaker School District Policies 
♦Shaker District Professional Development Plan 
♦School Board Meeting Schedule and Minutes  
♦Job Opportunities in Shaker 
♦Links to: 
 Each School’s Website 
 Transportation Services 
 NH Weather and School Closings 
 Special Services Links 

And much, much more!  Check it out…it may save 
you some time and aggravation. 

District Report Card 
We have once again issued our district report card, 
which includes student data such as enrollment, 
class size, discipline and drop out rates, and student 
assessment results.  Other statistics provided include 
staff information such as the number of staff, their 
years of experience and their educational attainment.  
Financial information such as per pupil costs, budget 
expenditures, revenues and tax rates are also in-
cluded.   
 

If you would like a copy, please ask for one at your 
child’s school or call our office (267-9223) and we 
would be glad to send you a copy. 

Strategic Plan 
For the past five years, our district has operated un-
der a strategic plan that was written in 2002.  It is a 
document that has dynamically served as a blueprint, 
guiding the allocation of our time, energy and re-
sources as we work to accomplish our objectives.  
Now, it is time to create a new document that will 
guide us over the next five years and into a new dec-
ade.  We began the process last year and will con-
tinue to work throughout the coming year, in order to 
have it in place in the spring of 2007.  To date, we 
have reviewed our mission statement, beliefs, and 
objectives. We have closely examined our strengths 
and weaknesses.  We have tentatively established 
the following seven categories, from which we will 
develop action plans: 
1. Facilities 
2. Curriculum/Instruction/Assessment 
3. Safe and Respectful Learning Environment 
4. Learning Time 
5. Human Resources 
6. Communication 
7. Community Partnerships 
We plan to develop a committee for each of these 
topics to help us develop ten or more action plans 
that will improve our schools. If you would like to join 
the process, even if you do not want to join a com-
mittee, but simply have an action plan that you want 
us to consider, please give me a call or email me 
(mcozort@shaker.k12.nh.us).   
 

Policy JLCF – Student Wellness  
Following a nationwide trend, our district will be plac-
ing an even greater emphasis on student health and 
wellness in the months to come.   A policy has been 
written that outlines our expectations of students and 
staff in the areas of nutrition, nutrition education and 
physical activity.  Although some of our students may 
not appreciate some of the changes (i.e. elimination 
of sodas and other drinks and foods that are less 
than healthful), we believe that they will benefit and 
that parents will recognize the value of our efforts. 
 

 

The Gale School 
Over the summer, the Gale School has once again 
become the subject of controversy.  The Shaker Re-
gional School Board has wrestled with what to do 
with this building.  Built in 1896, it served our children 
well until the new elementary school was completed 
in 1985.  Since that time, it has provided storage for 
articles from each of our four schools.  The Board 
would like to move forward in some way, yet finds 
itself caught between conflicting desires to renovate 
or remove this historic building.  At its September 
14th meeting (6 p.m. at Belmont Middle School), the 
Board entertained the ideas and concerns of our 
residents from Belmont and Canterbury.  We look 
forward to an interesting and meaningful discussion 
and welcome your input. 
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The Belmont High School Class of 2010 has been 
combining community service with fundraising over 
the summer.  The freshman worked at Belmont Old 
Home Day where they raised $480.00 selling frozen 
drinks.  The following weekend they worked staffing 
aid stations for the Timberman competition.  The 
money raised will help pay for the Junior Prom and 
the Senior class trip.  For more information contact, 
class President Reid Plimpton, 524-2432.      

Belmont Elementary Support Team News 
BEST spent the 2005 – 2006 School Year raising funds for the resurfacing of the BES 
Playground with “wood carpet“ (a mulch-like product).  Our fundraising efforts also al-
lowed for enough money to purchase some new equipment for the playground.  The total 
cost of this project was almost $ 20,000.00. 
We’d like to thank the following businesses and organizations for their generous support:  
Providian Bank, Lowe’s, Stafford Oil, Women’s Auxiliary of the VFW, BES Student Coun-
cil, Hillside Meadow Agway, Pike Industries and Winnipesaukee Truck. 

BEST is looking for local vendors of products and/or services (Avon, Pampered Chef, Tupperware, etc.) to 
purchase a table at our first annual Vendor Fair, tentatively scheduled for Saturday, November 4th – just in 
time for Holiday shopping !  Please contact Colleen at  colleen@bestpto.com if you are interested. 
The Belmont Public Library and the Belmont Senior Center have collection boxes for our clip-and-earn fund-
raisers.  The BoxTops for Education coupons, Tyson Foods A+ labels and Campbell soup labels may be 
dropped off at these locations.  More information is available on our website about these and other fundrais-
ers that you can easily participate in.  Some of these other fundraisers involve Tanger Outlets, Verizon long-
distance, Hannaford’s, Target and Printer Cartridge recycling. 

The BEST website is located at:  http://www.bestpto.com 

Congratulations to this year’s BEST officers:  Kecia 
Stanley, President; Lisa Shepherd and Heidi 
McCarter, Co-Vice Presidents; Denise Hutchins, 
Treasurer; Colleen Akerman Secretary; Leisa 
D’Amour, Hospitality and Kelly Smart and Jeanne 
Hibbard-Bickford, Volunteer Coordinators.   
BMS is also pleased to announce its PTO officers for 
the 2006-2007 year.  Congratulations to Doreen 
Plimpton, President; Lisa Shepherd, Vice-President; 
Carrie Martin, Treasurer; Linda Riendeau, Secre-
tary; Jenny Rondeau, Volunteer Coordinator and 
Leisa D’Amour, Hospitality Coordinator. 
This year’s CES PTO Board includes the following 
members:  Michele Donelan, Shannon Mathieu, De-
nise Sojka, Stephanie Bowser, Amy Covell, Rachel 
Baker and Beth Minery. 
Please watch for and support activities or programs 
sponsored by these groups. 

Congratulations to the following staff members who 
have taken the initiative to be active participants in 
their professional organizations.  Gerri Harvey is the 
past president for the NH Nurses’ Association, Al-
ison Charbeneau is the president elect for the NH 
Association of Middle Level Educators, Jaylene 
Bengtson is a member of the State Arts Advisory 
Board and Annette Blake is on the NH State Coun-
selors’ Executive Board. 

The Belmont High School TRAC (Transportation and 
Civil Engineering) Team traveled to Jekyll Island, 
Georgia to particate in the National Model Bridge 
Strength Contest.  The three person team of Kaiti 
Tuthill, Sarah Hart and Erin Phillips won third 
place and shared a $600 savings bond.  The  intro-
duces students to concepts of science and engineer-
ing through hands-on classroom exercises to interest 
them in civil engineering as a possible career.   

BHS Alumni Darren Maroni, who is currently studying 
business/film-TV productions at the University of 
Southern California, had the opportunity to put his 
studies into practice when he decided to submit an 
entry into the MTV Movie Awards short film category. 
Working in conjunction with fellow alumni Seth 
Macomber, Emma Borges and Jim Karas they cre-
ated a one minute Starburst commercial which was  
selected as a winner and aired during the MTV Movie 
Award broadcast. 
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Twenty two 
Belknap 
County youth 
between the 
ages of eight 
and eighteen 
participated in 
the annual 4-H 
Horse Field 
Day. This may 
look like any 

(Photo provided by Matt Allison Photography) 

other horse show to a bystander, but there is a lot 
more learning going on than what meets the eye. 
Young people showcased their expertise in riding, 
jumping, and driving their horses. They also were in-
creasing their skills in all of the four “H”s that make up 
the emblem. 

Youth learn about different breeds, caring for a horse, 
vet science, equipment, reproduction and careers  by 
using their Head. The Heart which symbolizes “relating 
and caring” helps youth increase their communication 
skills and community involvement through demonstra-
tions, judging and service. You will see youth working 
as part of a team, contributing to the group effort and 
becoming more self-motivated. These are all behaviors 
that are symbolized by the Hands. Life skills that dem-
onstrate good Health choices include learning how to 
handle stress and feelings, supporting each others ef-
forts and taking responsibility for their actions. Through 
4-H young people develop and increase many life skills 
that make them outstanding citizens. The most exciting 
part is that everyone is having such fun that they don’t 
even realize they are learning at the same time! 

Youth twelve and older competed at the Horse Field 
Day to be part of the State Horse Team representing 
Belknap County at 4-H State Show in Deerfield. Repre-
senting Belknap County are Katie Ledoux, Cathleen  
Anderson, Erin Greenhalgh, Christy Stover, Brigitte 
Dulac, Meredith Buzzotta, Tracey Natoli, Sidney Fitz-
gerald, Jennie Fogg, and Brandi Boston. Michelle 
Stover will be competing in the horse and cart driving 
class and Jessie Fogg, Melissa Murphy, and Shelby 
Woolsey will participate as Stable Managers. These 14 
youth will be chaperoned by 4-H volunteers Kandy 
Shattuck and Lynn McLaughlin. Congratulations! 

If you want more information about UNH Cooperative 
Extension, 4-H programs call the Belknap County Of-
fice at 527-5475. 

4-H Members Develop Life Skills at 
Belknap County 4-H Horse Field Day 
Submitted by Becky Levesque, Extension Educator 

“Crafty Kids” presented to LRGHealthcare 
Submitted by LRGH Healthcare 

Office of Community Affairs 
 

Recently Gold Award Senior Girl Scout, Casondra 
Marden presented her gold project, as a gift to 
LRGHealthcare. 

The project took four years to create, and is titled 
"Crafty Kids".  The project is a supply of craft/
activities projects that any pediatric in-patient of 
Lakes Region General Hospital or Franklin Regional 
Hospital may craft and take home with them when 
they leave the hospital.   

For children who are facing an extended stay in the 
hospital, it is a welcome change of pace. The activi-
ties are geared for children ages one to twelve, and 
each project has detailed instructions as well as the 
materials needed to complete the craft.  The master 
kit has 100 projects including items such as scis-
sors, glue, tape, crayons and markers.   

Casondra is only the fifth Senior Girl Scout to earn 
the Gold Award in Belmont. The award requires a 
four year commitment and involves hundreds of 
hours of community service, leadership, badges and 
other steps.  Gold recipients must demonstrate a 
commitment to earn this highest award in Girl 
Scouts and be self-disciplined, as all steps are per-
formed on their own with only leader guidance and 
support. 

When asked how she feels about her hard work, 
and gift to LRGHealthcare Casondra says, “Thinking 
that my project might give a sick child even one 
genuine smile is reward enough for me. 

LRGHealthcare receives “Crafty Kids” project from 
Senior Girl Scout, Casondra Marden.  From Left to 
Right LRGH Nurse, Kim Hamel, Senior Girl Scout, 
Casondra Marden, and LRGHealthcare Director of 
Pediatrics, Elaine Cartier. 
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Teens, young adults and parents are encouraged to 
attend a free conference at the Belknap Mill, in La-
conia on Saturday, September 30 from 8:30 a.m. to 
noon. 
 
"Transition from Teen to Young Adult: Opportunities 
and Challenges" will delve into questions surround-
ing teens becoming young adults, address develop-
mental stages, and explore strategies and tools to 
help teens and their parents. Parents will learn from 
youth about their everyday fears and hopes and 
everyone will have the opportunity to share their 
concerns and struggles.  

 
Donna San Antonio, Ed.D., Executive Director of 
Appalachian Mountain Teen Project and Lecturer on 
Education, Risk and Prevention Program for Har-
vard Graduate School of Education, will provide the 
keynote presentation and facilitate group discus-
sions. San Antonio has background in education, 
counseling, conducting presentations focused on 
elementary, middle and high school students and 
staff, and has published a number of research publi-
cations during her career. She has special interests 
in social class, diversity and helping families and 
communities promote resilience in youth.  San Anto-
nio is the author of "Adolescent Lives in Transition: 
How Social Class Influences the Adjustment to Mid-
dle School." 

 
According to San Antonio, “Parents often struggle 
with knowing how to parent their children during the 
transition from teenager to adult.  They are aware of 
how treacherous it can be to cross the threshold into 
adulthood, especially in this day and age.  At the 
same time they know that their children need to ex-
perience taking care of themselves, making their 
own decisions, and faltering and getting up again.  
Adolescents have common everyday hopes and 
fears; experiencing some difficulties during the ad-
justment to early adulthood is quite normal.  But we 
need some way to know the difference between 
healthy adjustment and issues that cross the line 
into more serious problems during this stage of de-
velopment.   
 
Open communication and community support can 
help family members better cope with the opportuni-
ties and challenges faced during this 
time."Researchers, practitioners and families are 
learning a great deal about the impact of poverty, 
stress race, class and gender stereotypes on chil-
dren and youth. We are also learning that the most 
effective strategies for addressing these  

Fit & Healthy  
Teen Style 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sponsored by LRGHealthcare &  
The Teen Center of the Lakes Region 

 

This fun & informative FREE 4-week series will teach 
teens ages 11-14 about how to eat healthier and be-

come more active.  The program will include fun physi-
cal activities and information on fast foods and how to 
make healthy snacks at home. Classes will be taught by 

a registered dietitian. 
 

  Tuesday’s beginning Sept.19th  
3:30-5:00 p.m. 

Teen Center of The Lakes Region 
291 Union Avenue, Laconia 

 

Buses will be available to pick up students at Bel-
mont and Gilford Middle Schools at the end of the 

school day to bring them to the Teen Center. 
MEMBERSHIP IN TEEN CENTER  

NOT REQUIRED 
To register or for questions please call  

528-0197 

challenges involve all sectors of the community work-
ing together to support children and develop strate-
gies that build on the unique strengths of each individ-
ual, family and community,” noted San Antonio. 
 

Sponsored by UpStream, a Lakes Region United Way 
initiative, this conference is funded in part by Belknap 
County Incentive Funds and will include a display of 
community resources. Parents are encouraged to at-
tend with their teens and young adults.  Walk-ins are 
welcome, as registration is not required to attend. Re-
freshments will be served, and attendance certificates 
will be provided.  A copy of San Antonio's book will be 
offered as a door prize.  Limited assistance with home 
child care and transportation costs are also available.   

Further information about UpStream parenting events 
and a conference flyer can be found on UpStream’s 
website www.upstream.org or by calling Judi Taggart, 
UpStream Program Coordinator, at 524-6864 x104 or 
email info@upstream.org 

Event to Explore Transition from Teen to Young Adult 
Submitted by Judi Taggart , UpStream Program Coordinator 
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Belmont Public Library has had a busy summer with 
more than sixty children and their parents and care 
providers participating in the pirate themed “Treasure 
Reading” summer program.  For eight weeks readers 
were rewarded with prizes from a treasure chest and 
special activities and performances at the Library.  
On July 13th Mr. Phil & Co. sailed into the Library on 
the Pirate vessel Dewey Decimal creating happy hu-
mor and magical mayhem.  Swashbuckler Steve 
Blunt sang pirate songs and told pirate tales on the 
Bandstand behind the Library on August 9th.  Double 
Vision and their antics amused program participants 
on August 17th.  Their not-so-seaworthy adventures 
of juggling, pantomime and humor made everyone 
laugh and inspired us all to treasure reading. 

On July 20th  
there were pi-
rate stories 
and a visit from 
true life Pirate 
Smitty Parker . 
July 27th pro-
gram partici-
pants created 
pirate treasure 

chests and paper parrots. The  program ended on 
August 24th with a make your own ice cream sundae 
party.  Pirate Smitty helped hand out certificates and 
prizes. 
Belmont Public Library also was the host site for the 
Road Readers Program sponsored by Community 
Action Program Belknap-Merrimack Counties, Inc.  
This program is particularly suited to school-aged 
children in the community and encourages literacy 
with music, activities, sharing and craft projects. 
Trudy (Brown) Fletcher and Jessica Burrows pro-
vided leadership and inspiration, bringing the trade-
mark Red Van to the 
Library on Thursday 
afternoons from June 
through July.  More 
than twenty kids took 
advantage of this op-
portunity to read and 
create. 

On Old Home Day, the Library Float, a magnificent 
Pirate Ship, sailed down Main Street in the parade 
handing out books and reminding everyone to 
“ T r e a s u r e 
Reading”. 
The success of 
the summer 
programs at the 
Library is the 
result of com-
munity support 
and the hard 
work of volun-
teers. Double 
Vision's performance was funded by a grant from 
the New Hampshire State Library and donations 
from the Byrne Foundation, CHILIS and the 
Cogswell Benevolent Trust.  Trudy (Brown) Fletcher 
and Kelsey Brown did a super job on the float and 
with Road Readers.   
Hannah Ess was a terrific help during the Reading 
Program helping with refreshments, clean up and 
assisting with crafts with very young children. Brent 
Parker brought us Smitty the Pirate. Jessica Bur-
rows skillfully managed the arts and crafts activities.  
Belmont Village Store shared freezer space for our 
ice cream. Jordan’s Ice Cream discounted ice 
cream gift certificates. School Superintendent  Mike 
Cozort  made the gym at the Middle School avail-
able for one of our program performances and the 
custodial staff set it up for us.  The Library staff is 
grateful for these contributions of time and energy. 
All good things must come to an end and the 2006 
Summer Reading Program has sailed off into the 
sunset.  Next year will bring new adventures at the 
Library.  Meanwhile, don’t forget that September is a 
great time to sign up for a Library Card if you don’t 
already have one.  Check out our website at 
www.belmontpubliclibrary.org.  
Join our Thursday afternoon book club or sign up for 
a new book discussion group.  Bring children to our 
story times that will be scheduled on Wednesday 
mornings beginning on September 20th. And re-
member: Treasure Reading - support the Library! 

Smooth sailing on the sea of literacy: Belmont Public  
Library says goodbye to Pirates but continues to “Treasure Reading” 
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Labor day again marks the commencement of an-
other school year and it brings back memories of our 
youth when most of us dreaded the coming of that 
day.  Maybe there were a few that looked forward to 
it, but they were outnumbered by a huge margin.  
Each of us have our own special memories depend-
ing when we were young and our own personal ex-
periences.   

For those of us in the 
Senior Citizen cate-
gory who grew up in 
Belmont and at-
tended Gale School 
in the 1930’s and 
1940’s there are 
memories of that first 
day of the first grade 
that we will never for-
get.  This was the 
day when mothers 
brought their often 
whimpering six year 
old to school for the 
very first time.  In those days there was no preschool 
or kindergarten, so the experience was all new.  Chil-
dren of these years were greeted by First Grade 
Teacher Editha Cowing who taught first grade at the 
school for twenty years beginning in 1931.  

My personal recollection is of having my ear twisted 
or being yanked from my seat by a stern grip of the 
shirt sleeve or collar.  A slap on the hands by a ruler 
was another way of discipline.  Any teacher using 
such tactics today would find herself in serious trou-
ble.  The ultimate weapon of discipline was the ru-
mored, but never seen, “rubber hose”.  Every now 
and then the rumor would circulate through the 
school that an upper class boy had been given the 
“rubber hose” as punishment sending a shudder 
through those who had received warnings about their 
behavior.  Undoubtedly this was a great psychologi-
cal weapon.  Despite the discipline, the students 
were ultimately rewarded with the ability to read and 
write and were launched on their way to much more 
learning by this capable and dedicated teacher.   

Belmont’s school system has been evolving since 
the late 1700’s when  schooling was a limited and 
scarce benefit with some people attending school for 
only a few weeks of their lives.  There were twelve 
schools scattered throughout the town in the mid 
1800’s.  Each was supported by their own   

neighborhood and open for a limited time which was 
usually dictated by whether the children could be 
spared from farm duties.  There were no state stan-
dards of education, no compulsory attendance and 
budgets that would probably not even buy the pen-
cils needed in today’s schools.  Most of the schools 
would have a spring term and a winter term, al-
though one of the terms was sometimes omitted.   

The Belmont Historical So-
ciety has in its collections 
School Registers dating 
from the 1870’s.  The regis-
ters include the dates of the 
terms when school was 
held, the names of the stu-
dents, their age and atten-
dance records as well as 
the teacher’s observations 
about school facilities and 
equipment.  For instance 
Seavey Road School held 
its winter term in 1875 from 
October 25 to December 

17.  There were fifteen students ranging in age from 
twenty years four months to five years nine months.  
The teacher’s comments were that it was his  first 
attempt at teaching for which he was paid $22.00 
and that the school did not have a blackboard, 
globe, clock or thermometer.   

By 1883 the legislature had passed the requirement 
that every child between the ages of eight and four-
teen, residing in a school district and living within 
two miles of a schoolhouse, must attend school at 
least twelve weeks a year.   It was not until 1896 
that the legislature required that the school year be-
gin in September and grades first appear in the Bel-
mont schools in 1913.   

Belmont’s rural schoolhouses closed one by one as 
they were consolidated into the Gale School with 
the last, Lower Province Road School, closing in 
1942 when busing became common.   

Bit of Belmont History—BACK TO SCHOOL THE OLD FASHIONED WAY 
Submitted by Wallace Rhodes 
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Belmont heritage has been in the news and, from sev-
eral examples, there appears to be renewed interest 
and appreciation of our Town history. From summer 
Old Home Day village tours and the student mural 
project at Sargent Park - to conversations about the 
future of the 1894 Gale School and preservation ef-
forts at the Province Road Meeting House – caring for 
the story of our community landmarks continues. 
 
Besides the dedicated work of founding Belmont His-
torical Society  membership for more than thirty five  
years, and the new Heritage Commission, the State of 
New Hampshire has made important contributions. 
Department of Transportation cultural resource ef-
forts, overseen by Joyce B. McKay, and several major 
reviews and reports from architectural historians 
Elizabeth Durfee Hengen and Lynn Emerson Monroe 
and David Ruell of Ashland, among others, have 
documented key facts about “the best Town by a dam 
site.” 

 
It was just ten years ago that renovation of the last 
and most important of the Belmont Mill buildings be-
gan as a Community Center in the village center. And 
a little over forty years ago, in 1966, Congress passed 
the National Historic Preservation Act. The legislation 
established the National Register of Historic Places 
and overall required the consideration of historic pres-
ervation in projects benefiting from federal funds. 
 
Belmont’s location as the community intersection of 
State Route 106 and 140, required a series of historic, 
architectural and archaeological studies before design 
and engineering could get underway. Two assess-
ments in 1992-3 and 2002-3 had very different conclu-
sions. A first detailed review found that although the 
town had a proud and distinctive heritage, the Village 
was not eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places as an historic district,  “due to an overall loss 
of integrity.” 
 
During 2002 and 2003, largely because of positive 
physical changes spurred by adopting and reusing the 
Belmont Mill, experts, working with the New Hamp-
shire Division of Historical resources, reversed the 
earlier finding and recommended the Belmont Factory 
Village District as eligible for the National Register. 
 
Both of these projects, and the professionals that 
staffed them, developed extensive inventories of 
buildings, documentation and history – in both words 
and pictures – that continues to be a highly valuable  
resource. According to historian Elizabeth Hengen,  
who prepared the report, “ Historically and visually,  

the focus of the village is the factory, set back from 
the west side of Main Street on the east bank of the 
(Tioga) River. A bridge connects the village center on 
the east side of the river, with the residential area and 
former railroad depot location on the west side. Bel-
mont Village is surrounded on all sides by scattered 
farms on rolling hills and extensive mid-late 20th cen-
tury residential development.” 
 
“Within the village is the Factory Village Historic Dis-
trict, a collection of approximately 139 historical re-
sources that include residential, commercial, indus-
trial, municipal and religious structures built between 
1833 and 1953. One resource, the Badger House, 
was built in the 18th century, but moved to the village 
in 1846,” the Concord resident and architectural histo-
rian notes. “The vast majority of the resources in the 
district date from the last quarter of the 19th century, a 
period of great growth tied to the hosiery industry. Re-
sources from the 1920s through 1953 are less com-
mon.” 
 
 “Most of the contributing properties to the Historic 
District are wood-frame, single-family residences. A 
wide array of architectural styles including Greek Re-
vival, Italiante, Stick, Queen Anne and Colonial Re-
vival styles are represented. 
 
 During the peak of the hosiery industry – 1865-1910 
– several landmark non-residential features were built. 
The Gale School, described as “a striking, two-story, 
wood-frame building” was erected at citizens request 
in 1894. In 1900, a small, wood-frame church with a 
short corner entry-tower was built at the corner of Sar-
gent and Fuller Streets for the Advent Christians. An-
other “notable” structure is the 1890s bandstand be-
hind the library on Mill Street, and a nearby granite 
watering trough that was moved a short distance to 
the north. Also in the National Register eligible district 
as a contributing asset, at the far north end, on the 
west side of Main Street, is the remains of a penstock 
pipe that ran from Fellows Dam to the mill.  
 
Although the successive years were not as prosper-
ous, the community invested in a new library in 1928 
and built a high school seven years later,” according 
to the evaluation.  “Despite the loss of its industrial 
backbone, the village continues to serve as the focus 
of civic and business activity in Belmont,” reports Ms. 
Hengen.  

(continued on page 20) 

Belmont Heritage & Resources 
Subitted by Linda Frawley 
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Parent Support Network Begins 
Submitted by Judith Buswell 

Belknap County Citizens Council on Children and Families 

Lakes Region parents who are concerned about their 
teens engaging in risky behaviors will have an opportunity 
to share their experiences and learn from others through 
the newly organized “Turbulent Teens: Parents Helping 
Parents” network.   Co-facilitated by two parents trained 
in group dynamics, Nancy Porosky of Gilmanton and 
Carol Murtaugh of Alton, the “Turbulent Teens” network 
begins on September 28th and will be held every Thurs-
day evening on a drop-in basis from 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m. at the Gilmanton Community Church in Gilmanton 
Iron Works. 
Porosky and Murtaugh understand the stress involved in 
raising teens. 
Says Nancy, “When my teenager started exhibiting risky 
behavior I had no one to talk to about my fears and con-
cerns.  I was too embarrassed to talk with my friends or 
family because I thought his behaviors were a reflection 
of my parenting skills.  I felt inadequate, scared and 
alone. 
“I want parents to know that they are not alone on this 
journey.   I want to provide a safe place where parents 
can talk about their issues and not feel judged,” she con-
tinues, explaining this as “the chief reason” why she has 
prepared herself to lead such a group. 
Carol Murtaugh, RNC, is a Registered Nurse and a Li-
censed Alcohol and Drug Counselor (LADC).  She has a 
practice at the Concord Hospital and in Wolfeboro. 
“Carol’s and my background and skills complement each 
other and we both are eager to work with other parents,” 
adds Porosky.  “With her extensive background in sub-
stance abuse, she will be a wonderful resource for the 
educational components of this program.  She is also a 
trained facilitator, so she will be very helpful in leading 
this group with me.” 
In addition to connecting with other parents, the weekly 
network will include regular educational components us-
ing outside presenters and materials that address specific 
parenting needs.  Information on a variety of community 
resources will also be available. 
“Parents Helping Parents” is offered at no charge for all 
interested parents from throughout the Lakes Region.  
There are no on-site provisions for child care. 
 For more information, call the Belknap County 
Citizens Council on Children and Families at 528-3185. 

 

OPENS NEW 
BRANCH OFFICE IN 

BELMONT 
Submitted by Priscilla Greene, Executive Director 

On Wednesday, June 21, the Town of Belmont 
welcomed the Belmont Branch Office of the 
American Red Cross Chapter serving the Con-
cord Area, Lakes Region and North Country.  
Priscilla Greene, Chapter Executive Director, 
cut the official ribbon with help from Karyn 
Madore, Board Chair, and Chamber of Com-
merce ambassadors and other community dig-
nitaries. 
“The expansion and relocation effort allows us 
to better respond to the immediate needs of 
local residents when disaster strikes,” said 
Priscilla Greene, Executive Director.  “We help 
strengthen the local community with CPR, first 
aid training, health education courses, and 
other lifesaving services, building a safer com-
munity through training, preparation and re-
sponse.” 
The Belmont Branch Office of the American 
Red Cross is operational Monday through Fri-
day, 8:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.  For more informa-
tion, please call Deborah Campbell, American 
Red Cross Chapter Administrator of your local 
Red Cross at 603-225-6697. 

(Belmont Heritage continued from page 19) 
Village and town features, including central 
“green space” park and recreation areas are of-
ten cited as examples of “smart growth” and an 
innovative community development approach. 
The Factory Village District map and information 
on contributing properties are part of the perma-
nent state  records and inventory at the Division 
of Historical Resources. Both reports will serve 
as a key resource to the Belmont Heritage Com-
mission, in its continuing preservation efforts and 
counsel to the community. 
 (For more information on Belmont Heritage see 
the Town website www.belmontnh.org for a bibli-
ography, 2002 Master Plan, Reports.  Also 
online, visit www.belmontnhheritage.net which 
features information from the Belmont Historical 
Society. Statewide resources include the New 
Hampshire Preservation Alliance at 
www.nhpreservation.org ) 
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LAKES REGION’S PUBLIC   
TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM  

REVAMPS ROUTES 
Submitted by Heidi J Hase 

Greater Laconia-Weirs Beach Chamber of Commerce 
 
There is a brand new public 
transportation system hitting 
the streets of Belmont, 
Franklin, Gilford, Laconia, 
and Tilton. The Winnipesau-
kee Transit System (The WTS) has released its new 
schedule for the in-town Laconia Route and a Franklin 
to Laconia Route. “The revamped route system is a 
reliable, safe, and affordable public transportation sys-
tem,” commented Pam Jolivette, Director of Nutrition 
and Elder Services and Rural Transportation. The 
Winnipesaukee Transit System is administered by the 
Community Action Program Belknap-Merrimack 
Counties, Inc. and supported locally through business 
and community partners. 
 
Routes highlight consistent transportation to area gro-
cery stores, super stores, hospital and other commu-
nity support businesses. Fares start at just $.50 cents 
for children ages five to twelve and seniors ages 60+. 
 In-town trips for adults cost $1, where as a longer two 
town trip is $2. Multi-Ride passes are available for 
only $8. “The transit system will be both affordable 
and reliable, with one route running within Laconia 
and a second running between the greater Laconia 
and Franklin communities,” reported Jolivette. 
 
 During the end of last year, Lakes Region officials 
met to evaluate the unique transportation issues of 
our area. The Lakes Region Public Transit Steering 
Committee formed and began laying the groundwork 
for a useful and reliable community public transporta-
tion system. The steering committee consists of the 
Belknap County Commissioners Office, Belknap 
County Citizens Council on Children and Families, 
Community Health and Hospice, Lakes Region United 
Way, Meredith Village Savings Bank, Community Ac-
tion Program Belknap-Merrimack Counties Inc., Sena-
tor Carl Johnson, Representative David Russell, and 
the Greater Laconia-Weirs Beach Chamber of  
Commerce. 
 
The public transportation system is operated and 
managed by the Community Action Program Belknap-
Merrimack Counties, Inc. For information including 
fare costs and route schedules contact The Win-
nipesaukee Transit System Ride Line at 603-528-
2496 or visit www.nhtranist.com.  

UNH and Cooperative Extension 
Master Gardener Program - Lend a 

Growing Hand! 
Do you love gardening and sharing your gardening 
experience with others? Consider becoming a Master 
Gardener volunteer, an integral component of UNH 
Cooperative Extension, to educate and share garden-
ing knowledge/experience with individuals and com-
munities in put your county here. 
After completing ten to thirteen weeks of training in 
botany, soils, fertilization, entomology, pesticide use 
and safety, plant propagation, vegetables, compost-
ing, fruit, woody ornamentals, lawn care, house 
plants, organic practices, plant pathology, landscape 
design, annuals, perennials, and more, participants 
will contribute a minimum of forty-five hours of volun-
teer service over the next year. Master Gardener vol-
unteers have: manned the Family Home & Garden 
Education Center Information Line, created and main-
tained demonstration gardens, worked at county fairs 
and plant clinics, gardened with the elderly and physi-
cally challenged, conducted gardening projects with 
youth, written gardening articles for local newspapers, 
spoken to groups interested in horticulture, presented 
4-H demonstrations, planned and completed commu-
nity beautification projects, and much, much more.  
 
The 2006 class will be held at the Unitarian Church in 
Concord, 9:00-4:00 each Thursday through December 
7, excluding Thanksgiving. Thursday, September 7, 
2006 is the starting date for Master Gardener class 
participants affiliated with the Family, Home & Garden 
Education Center (optional for participants living in 
counties other than Hillsborough). Thursday, Septem-
ber 28, 2006 is the starting date for Master Gardener 
class participants not affiliated with the Education 
Center. 
For more information and an application: Visit the web 
site at http://ceinfo.unh.edu/Agric/AGMastGD.htm, or 
call 877-398-4769 or send an email to 
marcy.stanton@unh.edu, or contact your County Edu-
cator, Amy Ouellette, Extension Educator, UNH Coop-
erative Extension, Belknap County (603) 527-5475 / 
fax (603) 527-5477 
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Our mission is to provide safe, affordable care to 
school age children in an environment that provides 
academic enrichment, develops social skills and im-
proves physical health and fitness.  We will create a 
nurturing environment that builds self-confidence and 
self-esteem through individual, group and community 
involvement. 

Shaker Connections Before and After School program 
is designed to offer children in grades k—4 rewarding, 
challenging and age-appropriate activities in a fun, 
structured and positive environment.  To engage your 
school age child, Shaker Connections actively in-
volves them in selecting themes and activities to com-
plete throughout the year.  Children will participate in 
activity stations that are based on developing a child 
through education, health, art, teaching life skills and 
expressing creativity.        

Shaker Connections programs will take place at Bel-
mont Elementary School beginning in the fall.  

For additional information about registration, fees 
or employment opportunities please contact 

 Katie Cyr Robinson, Director at 
P.O. Box 22, Belmont, NH  03220 

630-3658 
Shakerconnect@metrocast.net 

Shaker Connections Before and 
After School Program 

3rd Annual Historical Trolley Tours 

Giving Back to the Community 

at this Years Belmont Old Home Day  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Belmont Historical Society offered the Historical 
Trolley Tours of the Belmont Village District at Bel-
mont Old Home Day again this year. This year Bel-
mont patrons rode for free visiting twenty historical 
sites within the district and took home a little more 
information about their home town than most had 
expected.  Upwards of 175 people rode the trolley 
throughout the day. 
The trolley was provided by Distinctive Transporta-
tion Services owned by Tracy Scott out of  Chiches-
ter, NH which provides charter and trolley services 
all over New England for just about any event. The 
Historical Trolley entered the parade being lead by  
Benjamin Phillips with the Historical Society Banner. 
The Historical Society in all raised $834.56 to put 
towards the restoration and stabilization of the Prov-
ince Road Meeting House located on Province Road 
(Rt. 107) in Belmont. 

Did anyone recognize 
our jumping 
bunny??? 
This photo run in our last 
issue and we urged read-
ers to guess who it is… 

The answer:  Doug Ellis, 
Director of Building and 
Grounds for the Shaker 
Regional School district as 
he performed in his high 
school drama production, 
Alice in Wonderland. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!! 

Do you enjoy desktop publishing? 

Are you interested in joining the staff of a 
wonderful community organization? 

The Belmont Better Times will be seeking a 
new editor to assume responsibility for the in-
formation gathering and layout processes for 
this quarterly publication. 

Duties would begin with the next issue, which 
is due out in December.  Some training will be 
available. 

All interested candidates should contact  
Brian Watterson at 267-6585. 
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Community Calendar of Events 
September 25 Belmont Planning Board Corner Meeting House 6:30 p.m. 

September 26 BMS Open House Belmont Middle School 5:30 p.m. 

September 27 Belmont Zoning Board Corner Meeting House 7:00 p.m. 

October 2 Board of Selectmen Meeting Corner Meeting House 6:00 pm 

October 3 BHS Booster Club Meeting Belmont High School 6:30 p.m. 

October 4 BEST Meeting Belmont Elementary 6:30 p.m. 

October 4 College Information Night Belmont High School 6:30 p.m. 

October 4 Belmont Conservation Commission  Corner Meeting House 7:00 p.m. 

October 9  NO SCHOOL   

October 12 SRSD School Board Meeting Canterbury Elementary School 6:00 p.m. 

October 16 BMS PTO Meeting Belmont Middle School 6:30 p.m. 

October 16 Board of Selectmen Meeting Corner Meeting House 6:00 p.m. 

October 18 SRSD Harvest Concert Belmont Middle School 7:00 p.m. 

October 23 Guest Speaker presented by PTO Belmont Middle School 6:30 p.m. 

October 23 Belmont Planning Board Corner Meeting House 7:00 p.m. 

October 25 Belmont Zoning Board Corner Meeting House 7:00 p.m. 

October 28 Fall Family Festival Belmont Elementary School 10:00 am 

November 1 Belmont Conservation Commission Corner Meeting House 7:00 p.m. 

November 1 Parent Advisory Committee Belmont High School 6:30 p.m. 

November 1 BEST Meeting Belmont Elementary School 6:30 p.m. 

November 4 BEST Sponsored Vendor Fair Belmont Elementary School 9:00 a.m. 

November 6 BHS Booster Club Meeting Belmont High School 6:30 p.m. 

November 6 Board of Selectmen Meeting Corner Meeting House 6:00 p.m. 

November 8 BHS Fall Sports Awards Belmont High School 6:30 p.m. 

November 9 & 10 NO SCHOOL   

November 9 SRSD School Board Meeting Belmont High School 6:00 p.m. 

November 13 BMS PTO Meeting Belmont Middle School 6:30 p.m. 

November 14 National Honor Society Induction Belmont High School 6:00 p.m. 

November 15 BMS Fall Sports Awards Belmont Middle School 6:00 p.m. 

November 20 Board of Selectmen Meeting Corner Meeting House 6:00 p.m. 

November 22-24 NO SCHOOL   

November 27 Belmont Planning Board Corner Meeting House 7:00 p.m. 

November 29 Belmont Zoning Board Corner Meeting House 7:00 p.m. 

Dates and times of these events are subject to change.  It is recommended that 
you call ahead to verify town meetings and school events. 
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