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Report of Superintending School Committee.

T'o the legal voters of the town of Belmont— Gentlemen:

Another year has rolled away and I am obligated by law, at its
close, to preseut a report of the condition of the various schools to
you for your consideration. I am happy to be able to say that the
year has been a prosperous one to the schools of the town. I
know of no perfect failure and only one or two which can be
called partial failures. * The varions prudential committees have
been very fortunate in the selection of teachers, and the teachers
have labored faithfully for the good of their pupils.

As provided by law, I have exercised the right to make a change
in the text books on Geography. I found five different works up-
on the subject in use and, if I remember correctly, all of them
were used in one district.  Some of them were old and full of
statements which were inaccurate and could give no information
in regard to recent changes in the political divisions of the world.
I threw this strange mixture of text books out of the schools and
introduced Harper’s series. T do not pretend that the series is
perfeet, or that it is superior to others, but it was. the best I had
seen at that time. The books are giving good satisfaction as far as
my knowledge extends. I have also introduced the study of His-
tory into some of the schools, and think it should be made a study
in all the common schools.

The people in the village district have done their duty and pro-
vided for the intellectual improvement of their children by grad-
ing the school and doing away with the crowded and promiscuouns
condition which was seen in the school-room one year ago. Some
of the other districts have a work to do in connection with their
school-houses. The school-house in No. 12 is not used, the school
is kept in the house of the lady who teaches. The house in No. 7
is unfit for use. If the izhabitants of the district were obliged
to live in such a building they would consider themselves extreme-
ly unfortunate, and yet they permit or compel their children to
spend day after day in an apology for a school-house. Itsonly re-







