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School Report.
To TIlE LEGAL VOTERS IN THE DIS'rRICT OF BELMONT:

In keeping.with a time-honored custom, and in compliance
with the requirements of law, we desire to report to you our work
and the school affairs of the District for the year. now closing.
Weare pleased to report no serious difficulty and no discord or
trouble of any moment. Any slight disagreement which may
have arisen has been or may be settled in peace and amity.

The committee which was chosen at a special school meeting
to build a wooden fire-escape upon the village school-house has
p\'lrformed the work assigned it, and constructed a convenient and
safe structure upon the backside of the building. A door, ,,,,hich
swings outward, opens from the book-room upon a commodious
platform from which railed stairs properly covered, descend to the
ground, and affords a safe and sufficient exit from the rooms on
the second floor. This fire escape is an excellent entrance to the
building and is used as such in cold blustering weather. It is
much easier to keep the rooms warm when using this way of en
tering the building than when the front door is used. The mon
ey is well spent if the structure is never used for any other pur
pose.

During the year schools have been maintained in Jame&town
Ladd Hill, Upper Province Hoad, and four of the village schools
throughout the year. The Union, Lower Province Road and
Second Primary in the village have had two terms each, ranging
from 21 to 27 weeks. The Union and Lower Province. Road
schools were very small and for this and other sufficient reasons
your l:lchool Bo~rd did not feel justified in giving them the third
term. One of the teachers in the village asked for a leave of ab
sence for the winter, and as the number of scholars was very
much smaller than formerly we consolidated the schools so as to
have only foul' departments, and they have been amply sufficient.

We regret having to report some serious interuption in the
village schools in consequence of diptheria and other contageous
diseases. The schools took a recess of two weeks in the autumn
and an irregular attendance followed during the last part of the
term, and also during the winter term-the diseases have spread
over the entire period and are now prevalent. We think the at
tendance has been more than fair under the circumstances, better
than some times under favorable circumstances. In this connec
tion we will call attention to the much smalJer number of school
children in the village part of the town. The number enrolled
at the present time is the smallest since 1900. Last Septew her,
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when the census was taken as required by law, the number was
168, of which number at least 32 must be deducted for legal and
proper reaEons leaving 136 who could be expected to attend school
and of this number six are children of five years. Under these
circumstances a fifth school is .unnecessary and ought to be dis
continued until the number of scholars is such as to demand it.
·When the fifth school was established the number of registered
pupils was 178.

We think the schools as a whole, have made satisfactory pro
gress and compare very favorably with schools of the same grade
in other towns, and, when we consider the ages of the boys and
girls who attend our schools, the comparison is very much in favor
of Belmont. It may not be generally known that the scholars in
the upper department of the village schools do not average over
13 years of age-some of them being only 11, and even less than
that. 'V13 are obliged to recall our school-days and the men and
women who were our school-mates. One has a right to question
the !>ystemwhich demands so much of children of th~t tender age
-children whose intellectual faculties are not sufficiently devel
oped to grasp some parts of the various branche@ which must be
studied in our public schools, hut to step outside of that system
would be to isolate ourselves from the rest of the world and pro
duce unpleasant friction and confusion.

During the year now closing Belmont has had 17 pupils in
higher schools-Tilton Seminary, Gilmanton Academy and Laco
nia High-school, for whom the town has to pay tuition, Thir
teen of the number have attenderl through the entire year. We
are satisfied that a larger number of boys and girls would attend
a High-school if we had one in town. In this counection we
must mention the comparatively large number of scholars who
call for working certificates as soon as they reach their l,*th hirLh
dav. Few of them are beyond the sixth grade, and m'1ny are be
lo~ that. They a1:enearly all of foreign extraction, and the evil
which has been quite serious ill the past is becoming more so, and
there are very strong indications that the upper grades will soon
be entirely given up to our native Americans. To us this is an
evil which threateus disaster. It might not be so disastrous if
the children attended regularly until they were 14, but they do
not, being kept from school on all kinds of pretexts. Nearly all
the work of the Truant officer is in connection with this class.
There are some noble exceptions. To them all honor is due.

Two items demand more than a passing notice as they cause
much anxiety and and trouble to your School Boaru. The first
is tbe small schools which is so near other small sc100ls that a
consolidation would work no hardship to anyone, and would re
sult in more interest, better schools, and a saving of money so as
to lengthen the school-year. It was the intention of those who
presented and secured the adoption of our present school law that
such schools should be consolidated. Indeed the getting rid of




